[image: image1.emf]JOSEPH F. ENGELBERGER, Foreign Member of AESS from 2002, was born on July 26, 1925 in New York, New York, USA. Parents Joseph and Irene Kolb Engelberger immigrated from Germany, wife Margaret (Marge) Thomas Engelberger, children Gay and Jeff. Joe Engelberger is the founder and was the first president of Unimation Inc. where the first Unimate robot was installed to tend a die casting machine in 1961. His background includes B.S. and M.S. degrees from Columbia University, and he has authored numerous articles in the instrumentation field and in the field of robotics. His 1980 book entitled Robotics in Practice has been translated into six languages. In 1989, his later book, Robotics in Service, was published simultaneously in the United Kingdom and the USA.
Honors include the Progress Award of the Society of Manufacturing Engineers, the Leonardo da Vinci Award of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, and the 1982 American Machinist Award. The University of Liverpool bestowed the first McKechnic Award on him in 1983. In 1984, he was elected to the National Academy of Engineering: ho was the recipient of the Egleston Medal for distinguished engineering achievement from Columbia University. Honorary doctorates have come from the University of Bridgeport, Spring Garden College, Briarwood College, Trinity College and from Carnegie-Mellon University. In 1992, he was profiled in the London Sunday Times series on The 1000 Makers of the 20th Century. In January 1997, he received the Beckman Award for pioneering and original research in the general field of automation. He is the 1997 recipient of the highest Japanese technology honor, the Japan Prize, for the establishment of the robot industry. The year 2000 World Automation Congress was dedicated to Engelberger who delivered the keynote address.

Mr. Engelberger, often called the Father of Robotics, is generally considered to have been the driving influence in the creation of the industrial robot industry. The Robotic Industries Association annually presents the Joseph F. Engelberger Awards to “persons who have contributed outstandingly to the furtherance of the science and practice of robotics”.

Engelberger founded the first industrial robot company, Unimation Inc., in 1961. It was sold to Westinghouse in 1983. Next came HelpMate Robotics Inc. whose mission was to give robots a spectrum of sensory perception so that mobile, sensate robots could work shoulder to shoulder with human mentors in service activities. The company developed the first successful service robot HelpMate, a robotic hospital courier, and in 1999 the company attracted the attention of Cardinal Health, who merged it into Pyxis Corporation, a subsidiary.

Recently retired from active management, Engelberger has a new cause celebre – a two-armed, mobile, sensate and articulate robot that could be a servant-companion for elderly and infirm individuals, thus postponing nursing home incarceration.

