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GÜLHAN ÖZBAYOĞLU, foreign member of the AESS, Professor at the Department of Mining Engineering at Middle East Technical University (METU) of Ankara and Board Member of National Boron Research Institute (BOREN) of Turkey, was born on December 23, 1942 in Ankara, by father Mehmet Gençtan and mother Şerife Gençtan. Married in 1967 to Savcı Özbayoğlu (mining engineer) and two sons, Murat and Evren, both academicians, in computer and petroleum engineering, respectively.
She studied mining at METU, being the first students of the department. She graduated in 1964 with the B.Sc, and in 1965 with the M.Sc.degree. After working 4 years in industry, she joined the Department of Mining Engineering at METU as a lecturer. She was awarded to Ph.D. degree in 1978 (which was the first doctorate degree acquired from the department and was the first fundamental research on coal floatability in Turkey) and associate professorship degree in 1982 and became the head of mineral processing branch. She was awarded to professorship in 1988 and was appointed as Head of Mining Engineering Department and member of the Executive Board of Engineering Faculty between 1988 to 1991. When National Boron Research Institute (BOREN) was established in Turkey in 2003, Prof. Özbayoğlu was elected to the Board of BOREN and became Vice-President. She is an active board member since 2003. 

Fellowships: British Council (NCB-Yorkshire; University of Newcastle Upon Tyne; Imperial College-London), NATO/British Council (Salford University, U.K); UNDP (DOE Pittsburgh, Colorado School of Mines and Rolla School of Mines in U.S.A); Gold Fields (RSA). She was the lecturer at NATO Advanced Study Institute in 1984 in Bursa-Turkey, in 1996 in Varna-Bulgaria and plenary lecturer in XVIII.IMPC (2006) – Istanbul-Turkey. She has organized the IVth (1992), VIIIth (2000), XIth (2008) International Mineral Processing Symposium and XVIIIth (2003) International Mining Congress and Exhibition in Antalya/Turkey. 

Memberships: Balkan Academy of Science on Mineral Technology (foundation member), Organizing Committee of International Coal Preparation Congress, Organizing Committee of Balkan Mineral Processing Congress, Executive committee of International Mineral Processing Symposium, Turkish National Committee of World Mining Congress, Board of Trustees of Turkish Mining Development Foundation and Chamber of Turkish Mining Engineers. Editorial Board: Minerals Engineering (Pergamon Press)(1987-1995), Coal Preparation-A Multi national Journal, Taylor and Francis (2000-present), Journal of Polish Minerals Engineering Society (2001-present), The European Journal of Mineral Processing and Environmental Protection (2001-present). Prof. Özbayoğlu has been teaching undergraduate and graduate courses at METU since 1970. Under her supervision, seven Ph.D. and thirty M.Sc. theses have been completed. 
She was awarded “Supervisor of the Best Ph.D. Thesis of 2006”, and “Supervisor of the Best Master Thesis of 2005”. Among the awards she received, there are six Academic Performance Awards since 2000. She has supervised thirty-one applied research projects and has worked as a researcher in eleven projects. She has recently applied for a patent. She initiated and enhanced many research topics in Turkey such as pelletizing and briquetting of chromite fines, germanium recovery and desulphurization of coals. She has 37 refereed journal papers which were published in international periodicals, four book chapters and more than 135 proceeding papers. Besides teaching in the university, she is actively involved in R&D and consulting.
